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Arley Garden Festival
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June 2026
Celebrating All Things for the Garden 

The 31st Arley Garden Festival is a prestigious platform that celebrates excellence in horticulture and innovative garden design, and it attracts many gardening enthusiasts and industry professionals.
With no RHS Tatton flower show again this year we are giving you an opportunity to still be able to design and create an inspirational garden for the public to enjoy or as a plant nursery trader.
Ours is a show which regularly attracts over 5,000 visitors with gardening interest (and those looking for a fun family day out!).  We’re growing year on year and would be delighted if you could be part of our event. 
Following on from the huge success of last year’s show, we are inviting you to be a part of this year’s celebration of gardening and the summer by joining us as a:
 Creative Corner Garden Designer 
Show Garden Designer or
Plant Nursery Trader  

If you are interested in designing a Creative Corner or Show Garden, please go to Section 1.
If you are interested in joining us as a Plant Nursery Trader, please go to Section 2.

You can of course be part of our garden festival as a Creative Corner Garden Designer, Show Garden Designer, Plant Nursery Trader or all 3!



Arley Hall & Gardens, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 6NA
www.arleyhallandgardens.com
Tel: 01565 777 353



Arley Garden Festival
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June 2026
Celebrating All Things for the Garden 

SECTION 1

Creative Corner Garden Details - Design offers the perfect platform for first time and established designers, community groups or horticultural students to showcase their business and engage with a captivated and interested audience.  Each Creative Corner will be 4m x 3m with the turf removed should you want it removed, along with a backing on 2 adjoining sides, 2m high, which will be 3m x 3m long, creating a corner.   
Show Garden Details - Design offers the perfect ‘next step’ platform for designers of all abilities.  Your creativity and expertise would be a fantastic addition to our Garden Festival, bringing your unique style and talent to the show. Each Show Garden will be 10m x 7m with the turf removed should you want it removed.
General Details - There is no cost for taking part in the show as a Creative Corner or Show Garden designer and you do not need to be present at your garden for the weekend, however you would need to be present on Friday for judging.
We are excited about this opportunity to showcase your work alongside other talented individuals; your garden will enable you to demonstrate cutting-edge design and beautiful planting.  Designs that embody specific themes or values, e.g., sustainability, innovation, and community engagement are of particular interest.
It is also an opportunity to network with like-minded professionals, and it could also be the challenge for your team you are looking for.
Judging For Creative Corners - The judging will take place on Friday 26th June at 11am.  To help with this process a member of the Arley team will be visiting you regularly during set up and will take any comments you would like the judges to be aware of, relevant to your garden, and pass them on to them before they start to judge. We are delighted to announce that the Creative Corner Judges will once again be Paul Cook, Curator at RHS Harlow Carr, in Yorkshire and Callum Corrie, RHS Young Garden Designer 2024 and Gold Medal winner.
Paul trained at the Royal Botanic Garden Kew. During this time, he was awarded travel scholarships to work at the RBG Edinburgh and in 1987 to spend four weeks exploring the Dolomites tracking the travels made by Reginald Farrer an exceptional traveller and plant collector.  After Kew Paul worked as Head Gardener at Arley Hall & Gardens before taking over as Curator at Ness Botanical Gardens, so we are delighted to welcome him back.  Paul brings a wealth of experience in planting and garden design and is well placed to judge all our categories below.



Callum entered the horticultural industry as a gardener at the age of 16. In 2021, after discovering a passion for the creative aspects of gardening, he enrolled in a postgraduate diploma program in Garden Design and is now working as a successful garden designer.  Callum’s signature style blends naturalistic beauty with modern elegance, often incorporating elements that attract and support wildlife. However, he thrives on versatility and loves designing in a variety of styles to suit his client’s vision.
Judging For Show Gardens - The judging will take place on Friday 26th June at 12am. To help with this process a member of the Arley team will be visiting you regularly during set up and will take any comments you would like the judges to be aware of, relevant to your garden, and pass them on to them before they start to judge. We are delighted to announce that the Show Garden Judges are Alan Mason, a long-term member of the Professional Gardeners Guild and former Chairman and Joe Whitehead, also a long-term member of the Professional Gardeners Guild and Chairman.     
Alan achieved the distinction of being the UK’s youngest head gardener at Bramham Park when still in his 20’s and then Gardens Manager to the Queen’s cousin Lord Harewood at Harewood House in Yorkshire.  During the 80’s and 90’s Alan presented the long running “Gardens without Borders” television programme which features gardens across Europe. Alan in a founder member of The Professional Gardener’s Guild and the founder of the Senior Garden Advisors Consultancy Group.  He is an experienced judge and has been judging the Show gardens at the Sandringham Flower Show with Chris Beardshaw for more than 20 years.
Joe is the new Chairman of the Professional Gardener’s Guild.  His horticultural journey began as a tree surgeon, during which he attained a National Diploma in Horticulture.  After 5 years he transitioned to gardening and became Head Gardener at Burghley House. He is a Wisley GQT panellist and horticultural speaker.
Awards For Creative Corners and Show Gardens - Alongside Highly Recommended, Bronze, Silver, Silver-Gilt and Gold certificates there will also be judging of:
Best In Show (£500 prize money) – Creative Corner Garden Design & Show Garden Design
People Choice (£100 prize money) – Creative Corner Garden Design & Show Garden Design
Best Use of Space (£100 prize money) – Creative Corner Garden Design

What We Need From You - An expression of interest now via email or after speaking with James Youd with confirmation by email by Monday 1st December 2025, but please get in touch with your ideas and timescales if you need to.  
A completed application form (attached with this letter) by 13th January 2026.  This will enable you to communicate your design intentions to the judge and forms the basis upon which your garden will be judged as well as being an important part of our show programme.  




Completing it will help you focus on what you would like to achieve, the garden’s purpose and function, why you have chosen the particular design direction, inspiration and/or theme for the garden, how you will construct the garden and with what hard materials and plants. Sculptures, props, seating, dining and planting can all be considered for your design and confirm your colour way.

What You Will Receive From Us 

· Application form, terms & conditions (included in this letter)
· Complimentary Annual Pass if a completed application form is received before 13th January for both Creative Corners and Show Garden designers 
· Mention on our Website and marketing material prior to the festival
· 10 Complimentary show tickets sent to you prior to the festival
· A Promotional Garden Sign which we will put up on the show days
































Arley Garden Festival
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th June 2026
Celebrating All Things for the Garden 

SECTION 2

Plant Nursery Trader Space Details - Offers you the opportunity to promote your plant nursery to an audience very much interested in gardens and outdoor space.  Trade Space is available in various sizes starting with a 3m x 3m outdoor space at an early bird offer (before 6th March) of £144.00 including VAT.
As event organisers we know the importance of getting the right balance of traders, and as such, given the footfall we expect, we make sure that we don’t overbook traders selling the same product.  As a point of reference, we have many traders who return year on year to the show.
General Details - Our Garden Festival, now in its 31st year, enjoyed a huge increase of over 1,000 visitors last year mainly due to the addition of our Creative Corner Garden Design and the absence of the RHS Tatton Flower show, before this increase, the show regular attracted an audience of around 5,000 people, no matter what the weather! Visitors travel from across Cheshire, Liverpool, The Wirral, Ellesmere Port, North Wales and Welshpool, Shropshire and Staffordshire.
Our visitors often say, “Excellent show, great day” and everybody asked says they would “definitely come back”. It’s a show that is “great value for money” and with “knowledgeable and helpful plant nurseries”. 
You can expect us to promote the event via Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, place adverts in local newspapers and publications as well as regular newsletters to our mailing list of over 9000 emails.  We also print and distribute 10,000 flyers as well as road signage closer to the event.
What We Need From You – A completed application form at any time but there is an early booking discount available before March 6th, 2026. 
What You Will Receive From Us

· Application form, charges and terms & conditions 
· Mention in our marketing material
· Complimentary Annual Pass if a completed application form is received before 6th March for Traders who have paid in full.   

Helen Begent
Arley Garden Festival Organiser
helen.begent@arleyhallandgardens.com
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